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An essay from one of this year’s scholarship recipients takes us on an extraordinary hike in a desolate glacial area of Iceland. / p3

MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND MASTER
dear vasa members,

National Archive News

More than 74,000 pages of genealogy and
lodge records are now digitized and available for viewing. / p3
archive news » p3

WOW!! This year is not what we
all expected. I hope you all are staying safe, in good health and in good
spirits. While COVID-19 continues
to lead the news, it must not diminish
our spirits. Today brings to mind the
importance of faith, both in religious

and human contexts, and within
ourselves and each other. COVID-19
will be resolved, and the economy
will be restored. Hopefully, this will
occur soon.
The year started out fine, Nancy and
I attended Pacific Southwest District
#15 Convention in Palm Springs, CA,

which was well attended by District
members and PGMs Eric Johnson, Ulf
Brynjestad, Tore Kellgren and Birgitta,
GLS Joanie Graham and VGM Jack
Hanright and Inger. GLD Bertil Winther and DS Linda Kosvic did a great
job installing the new District Officers.

Grand Lodge News

District Lodge News

Swedish News

One of our many scholars tells of the
most impressive elements of her travel
to Iceland. / p3

grand lodge scholarships » p3

grand lodge news » p3

/ continued on p4

From a sister in Sweden comes a reminder to Our Swedish brothers and sisters, presently
enjoy life during this, the season of nature’s
under lockdown had an eventful start of the
year and membership grows. / p11
resurrection as spring is here. / p7
district lodge news » p7

local lodge news » p7

swedish news » p11
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EDITOR’S MESSAGE
Winter is finally behind us, and normally we’d be in full-on
planning mode for
the coming festival
summer season, but
this is not a normal
spring. While Swedish and American
Vasa lodges alike
managed to welcome and initiate
new members and
officers into their
local lodges in early
2020 (welcome one and all!), everyone has canceled their spring meetings – and maybe even their summer
events. It doesn’t look like most
visits to the land of the midnight sun
will be happening this year, either….
Perhaps these disappointments leave
space, however, for other things? That
genealogy research you keep putting
off. Writing your grandparents’ immigrant story for your grandchildren
(and us), catching up on your reading
of favorite Nordic authors (see p10 for
a review of our own Lilly Setterdahl’s
latest book), baking Swedish limpa
or sewing face masks in the colors of
the Swedish flag. Maybe these are the
things you can take photos of to share

ARCHIVES NEWS

issue highlights

A message from the president of Vasa National Archives

greetings vasa sisters and brothers,
The Vasa National Archive continues
operating with our winter hours, open
by appointment, during our current
viral outbreak. We’ve had to cancel or
postpone several events and may have
to do so with other events. Despite the
changes to our schedule, we actively
seek the bright side: more time to work
on collections, uninterrupted time to
work on grants, and spring is right
around the corner.
Our current big project is working on

a large grant to finish digitizing our extensive microfilm collection. Because of
COVID-19, the deadline was extended,
providing more time to refine the grant
proposal. If it is successful, we’ll be
invited to submit a final proposal and
learn the result by the end of the year.
Not to put all our eggs in one basket, we
will also try for a couple other similar
grants.
Last year we received a grant from
the Swedish Council of America to
hire local storyteller Brian “Fox” Ellis

of the vasa order,

Raffle items - Norden No. 684 has a raffle
event every month in normal times. / p8

in the next Vasa Star – what you did
during quarantine that was influenced
by your interest in Sweden or Swedish
heritage. Share it with the person of
your lodge who submits information
for the Vasa Star or send it directly to
us at vasaeditor@gmail.com.
As Grand Master Art Bjorkner ENTHUSIASTICALLY reminds us, we
cannot forget to continue to get the
word out about Vasa — to “talk Vasa”
(TV!) — even, perhaps especially, in
these weeks and months without the
opportunity to gather together. Virtual
fika anyone?
bästa hälsningar,
Amanda Olson Robison, co-editor

Submit Material to
vasaeditor@gmail.com

Vasa Star
PO Box 13331
Milwaukee WI 53213-0331

Remember
the Vasa Archives

Far from your typical spring season, Linde
Lodge No. 492 / p8

Chairman, DM Lars-Erik Larsson thanks sister
Monica Damerau for hosting a dinner featuring
an Atlantic crossing at Christian No. 617 / p11
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Corky Peterson (left) and Helen Fosdick,
age 96, at the Norden 684 potluck. / p10

For our next issue:

By August 10

Family Tree Släktutredningar

when you are making
a memorial donation

I am a member of the Vasa Order in Sweden
and an expert in Swedish genealogy. Over the
years I have helped many Vasa members to
find their roots in Sweden.

Send your donations to:
Vasa National Archives
PO Box 101, Bishop Hill, IL 61419

If you want my help to find your Swedish
ancestors, please email me for further
information: swedengen@telia.com

DONATE to the Education & Scholarship Funds
Send your donations to: Vasa Order of America, Joan Graham, Grand Secretary
5838 San Jose Ave., Richmond, CA 94804
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It’s hard to digest all the changes that
have occurred across the U.S. and the
world since I last wrote an article for the
Vasa Star. The coronavirus pandemic
has been devastating to so many and
the subsequent isolation we’ve all felt
has been sad and challenging. Many
of us have found unexpected time to
reflect with gratitude for our families
and friends, time for introspection
and time to refocus and reprioritize.
The need for social distancing caused

cancellations of many District Conven- posted regarding her work.
tions - special happy times to greet Vasa
I feel tremendous pride when I reflect
friends we don’t see other than once a on the lives of our strong Swedish imyear. Hopefully by the time this issue of migrant grandparents who survived
the Vasa Star comes into your home we the difficult journey to the U.S. and the
will be recovering. Let’s use the things hardships they faced afterward, includwe learned to be better and stronger ing pandemics, wars, the Great Deprespeople, eager to help and support our sion, personal losses and many others. I
fellow man.
am also proud and honored they chose
The Vasa National Archives extended to create the Vasa Order of America as
the time we normally would be closed a vehicle to care for the financial and
in the winter. Our Archivist Kathy Cuff social needs of fellow immigrants.
continues to plan programs and projects,
The Vasa National Archives is a home
organize and clean. She will keep you for the history of these fine Vasa mem-

dear fellow vasa members and friends
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bers, our ancestors.
Please help us take
good care of this
prized possession of
the Order and visit
it often. Send your
items of historical
value for others to enjoy and continue
to support us in our mission.
Thank you.
in tru th a n d u n ity ,

bill lu n d q u is t

p res id en t va s a n atio n a l a rch iv es

If you have any
to create a program on Scandinavian
naturalist and folklorist Peter Christen questions or comAsbjørnsen. Asbjørnsen and his col- ments, feel free to
league Moe travelled around collect- contact the Vasa
ing folk and fairy tales. Their book, National Archives
Norske Folkeeventyr is one of the at VasaArchivist@
oldest and most complete collections gmail.com or 309of Norwegian folk and fairy tales. The 927-3898.
performance includes a biography of
Asbjørnsen and several of the fairy tales. in tru th a n d u n ity ,
k ath y cu f f , m a n a g er - a rch iv is t
By the time you read this, we will have va s a n atio n a l a rch iv es
copies of a recorded performance available for you or your lodge to borrow.

GRAND LODGE NEWS
2020 Scholars

We have never had
as many deserving
scholarship recipients as we do this
year. No less than
32 academic scholarships have been
awarded by the Grand Lodge and, in
addition, nine language scholarships to
attend the Sjölunden Language Village
in Minnesota have been granted. As always, and especially in light of the challenges we are now facing, we should all
be so very proud of our young members
and our scholars’ commitments to their
academic pursuits.
Since the inception of the Educational
Fund and the Grand Lodge Scholarships in 1946, we’ve been committed
to the benefits of higher education and
the mutual exchange of ideas between
the U.S. and Scandinavia. Among the
scholarships are nine named scholar-
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Grand Lodge Scholarship Essay
ships that come from bequests, donors
in honor of a family member or a valued Vasa member. These are donations
from individuals or a district wishing
to honor Vasa members in their educational pursuits. The newest scholarship,
the Bertha Evelyn Kalm Scholarship,
was bequeathed to the Vasa Order of
America Education Fund in 2012 by
Ms Kalm, who was not a Vasa member.
We celebrate the achievements of all
our scholars across the country and
look forward to many more years of
lending support to new generations of
members. Every year we see an amazing breadth of talented finalists and
we’ll introduce this year’s winners in
the next issue of the Vasa Star. For now,
enjoy a sample of one of this year’s essays, Amy Renné’s experiences while
hiking Iceland.
jack hanright, vice grand master

by Amy Renné

Prompt: If you have traveled to a Nordic country, what was
the most impressive element of your visit and why?
I pressed onward, the weight of my
I had been hiking for three hours
now. I rested a moment to clear the pack suddenly becoming irritating. I
diamond-like residue from my ice brought more for this adventure than
spikes as hail fell mercilessly from the most of my solo backpacking trips
grey skies above. Allow me to clarify but was still wildly unprepared for
a point of importance: I am not an the harsh environment of this Nordic
extreme outdoor-sport athlete. I am a wonderland. Always the minimalist
powerlifter, confined to the comfort- (due to budget more than philosophiable walls of a dirty gym filled with cal preference), I chose to only bring
sweat and iron. I expected this coun- socks of the ankle variety since knee
try to resemble the pleasant winters socks were taking up too much room
I knew from home: gentle sloping in my single unchecked personal item.
hills covered in white blankets, lazy As I felt the blisters popping on my
trails winding through friendly forests heals with every step, I reflected on
… but this. This was no backwoods the stupidity of that choice. I tried to
New Jersey hike. This was Iceland. focus on the positive. My coat was
And I was going to hike the Sólheima- warm and dry, my legs weren’t rejökull glaciers if it killed me.
Continues on next page
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GRAND LODGE NEWS

Vasa Archives Honor Roll of Donors

January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019 — Thank you for your generous support

The Grand Master’s Message (continued from page 1)
It is with regret that District Lodges
Arizona #21, Golden Gate #12, New
Jersey #6 and Lake Michigan #8 all had
to cancel their respective conventions.
I was planning to attend Local Lodges
Carl Widen #743 and Carl XVI Gustaf
#716 in Texas; unfortunately those
visits had to be cancelled, too.
Hopefully as you are reading this,
group meetings will once again be
allowed. We all have to wake up our

VASA ENTHUSIASM. After sheltering in place so long we must not forget.
Our success depends on everyone.
Time to write historical stories about
your lodge and members. Get the
word out.
I am very pleased to announce that
the GL Scholarship Committee has
awarded a record number of college
scholarships again this year. Thank you
all for the support.

Vasa National Archives, at this time,
can only be visited with an appointment.
Be sure to purchase the Grand Lodge
Viking Pin to release the “inner Viking” in You! The pins are available
from your Grand Lodge Deputy, a
member of the Grand Lodge Executive
Board or me. They make great little
gifts!

this was no ordinary wall. Monstrous,
azure chunks of ice, in geometries I
have never seen before or know how
to describe, stacked upon each other
like pieces of a puzzle, creating layers
upon layers of jagged frozen ranges
as far as the eye could see. Obsidian
ash dusted their edges giving them
the appearance of being hand shaded
by a masterful artist. Never before
have I seen such a startling shade of
blue contrasting so starkly against the
harsh elements of snow and sulfur.
Solheimajökull is a glacier in southern Iceland, between the volcanoes Katla and Eyjafjallajokull.
As I moved closer, the sunlight musAbout 11% of the land area of Iceland is covered by 269 named glaciers.
tered the strength to shed a few rays
upon the glorious scene, making the
Continued from previous page
stress, no hustle. The clean, volcanic glacier electrified. Beams of photons
motely tired yet, and I had a lovely de- air seemed to breathe peace into my danced upon the ice, reflecting and
hydrated paleo meal to look forward very soul.
refracting in the most elegant of patThe hail had stopped now and the terns giving the appearance that the
to for lunch. Most importantly, I was
about to find the most beautiful gla- sun seemed desperately trying to glacier was a living, breathing thing. I
cier range in all of Iceland. In light of shine through the suffocating clouds. reached out my bare hand and stroked
that prize, my present burdens were The weather here was absolutely the wall, the black soot feeling warm
psychotic. It could go from blizzard and gritty against the frigid ice.
a small price to pay.
I chose Sólheimajökull for two to hail to downpour to sunlight in a
Upon closer inspection, small beads
reasons; firstly because it was an of- span of 15 minutes. Due to Iceland’s of air could be seen trapped beneath
ten neglected glacier range due to its close proximity to the earth’s poles the surface, giving just a glimpse of
difficulty to access - meaning fewer and the powerful magnetic properties the tumultuous conditions this magtourists and more preserved land- residing there, wind currents move nificent structure underwent during
scapes, and secondly because of its so fast and chaotically that weather its inception. Glaciers are products
unique geographic location between patterns are swept in and out of the of intense weather change, usually
two volcanoes, Katla and Eyjafjal- region in the blink of an eye.
formed in a cycle of large amounts
As I was contemplating how nice of snowfall and cold temperatures
lajökull, which covered the glacier in
it was to not have hail pelting me followed by a period of evaporation
an eerie, ashy finish.
As I continued hiking, I was struck from all directions, suddenly, around and melting. The constant variability
by the beautiful isolation the terrain a bend in the trail, there they were. of the environment forces snow and
offered. There was not a soul in sight. The glaciers.
water to accumulate in a dense forTheir beauty can not be described mation, and eventually the gravity of
Now and again I’d see a flash of a
fellow climber’s bright jacket off in in the limits of language, music, or its immense mass causes the glacier
the distance or a small fox would art. No form of communication can to grow.
sprint by, but this was a rare occasion. truly convey the feeling of taking in
Looking at Sólheimajökull now, it
Coming from the chaos that is city the sheer majesty of that view. Be- is hard to imagine this was one day
life, this overwhelming desolation fore me stretched a glistening frozen just a valley between two erupting
was a welcome and needed change of river about 400 meters wide, leading volcanos. But through the hands of
scenery. Here there was no rush, no up to the foot of a wall of ice. But time, what used to be a fiery hellscape
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Visionary Level
Johnsson, Bertil Leopold

Health is one of the greatest of all
treasures. Guard it. Protect it.
Remember the Order needs a VIBRANT, ENTHUSIASTIC MEMBERSHIP – GET THE WORD
OUT! TV TV TV (Talk Vasa) with
ENTHUSIASM!
in truth and unity,
art bjorkner,grand master

has now transformed into a beautiful
ice kingdom.
I climbed around in the glaciers until
the sun began to set and I had to start
the journey back. As I pushed deeper
into the glacier, I found ice caves,
tunnels, unscalable walls, deadly
caverns, and treacherous ridges. I
had truly never seen anything so
beautiful and deadly simultaneously.
This seemed to be a common theme
for this country as a whole. Iceland
is a land of paradox. In one way, the
environment seems to be on a mission to destroy humans. Clearly, only
someone with Viking blood would
be crazy enough to call this forsaken
island home. In another way, however,
there is so much majesty contained in
every inch of the country. I saw black
sand beaches along the coast, thunderous waterfalls in the highlands,
towering cliffs in the east, and even
the sparkling Northern Lights on the
last night of my stay.
Iceland was more than a sightseeing
trip for me. Iceland was a journey.
A time to reconnect with the bigger
picture that is existence. A reminder
that there is more to life than dirty
city streets and crowded subways. A
chance to experience the environments
which shaped my culture and my
ancestors,
Iceland and the Sólheimajökull glaciers will forever live in my memory
as one of the most inspiring destinations in the world. Next time I visit,
let’s just hope I remember to bring
real socks.
Amy Renné, February 2020
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Benefactor Level
Lake Michigan DL No. 8
Patron Level
Pierson, Wayne & Siv
Annual Gifts
Abrams, Jerrold & Linda
Ahlberg, Kenneth & Judith
Alberta DL No. 18
Allen, Aurora
Allison, Ingrid
Anderson, Carol M.
Anderson, E.
Anderson, Evert
Anderson, Gayle
Anderson, Janet
Anderson, K. G.
Anderson, LeRoy
Anderson, Roger & Judy
Arizona DL No. 21
Arvidson, Carl
Arvidson, Emil
Austin Lodge No. 466
Bagnulo, Michael & Susan
Balder Lodge No 343
Barkley, Bruce & Jennifer
Beck, Eric
Beck, Ralph
Belden, Robert D.
Benacci, Berit
Bennett, Alison
Bergman, Rolf & Marty
Bergstrom, Albion
Bessemer Lodge No. 203
Birtwistle, David
Bishop Hill Lodge No. 683
Bjorklund, Esse & Karen
Bjorkner, Art & Nancy
Black, Norman
Blumer, Susan
Bogey, Brian
Bongiorni, Christine
Boor, Suzanne
Borg, Daniel
Borg, Marjorie & Daniel
Borsuk, Linda L.
Boyes, Kristin
Broden, Clark E.
Brown, Cheryl
Buckley, Kathleen
Butler, Ingrid
Campbell, Virginia
Carl Widen Lodge No. 743
Carlson, Arthur
Carlson, Brian
Carlson, Carl
Carlson, Eric & Margery
Carlsson, Bo & Glenda
Cavalier, Lois
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Christensen, Kathleen
Christianson, Victor &
Diane
Clark, Birgitta
Clark, Leasen
Colafati, Dominic Paul
Connelly, Marguerite
Connolly, Beverly A.
Cosmen, Ingrid
Cummings, Genevieve
Cunnane, Elisabeth
Dahlberg, Deidre
Delfs, Linda
DeMent, J. Payton & Joanne
Donnelly, Dennis & Dee
Dorner, Eleanor
Doty, Lee & Fae
Douglass, Teresa
Drott Lodge No. 168
Dyckman, Warren
Earnshaw, Joan
Edmark, Harvey
Edwards, Eleanor
Eklund, John
Ekstrand, Liza & Rolf
Elander, Lorraine
Elfvin, Bruce
Emihl, Veronica
Engstrom, Robert & Ila
Enright, Ingrid
Enright, Joseph
Erickson, Brent
Erickson, John
Erickson, Margaret
Erickson, Richard
Ericksson, Denise
Eskilson, Evald & Barbara
Evening Star Lodge No. 426
Facklan Lodge No. 248
Fagin, Joseph & Gun
Fedor-Thurman, Victoria
Ferguson, AnnaStina
Fisher, Bonnie
Fiske Family
Fletcher, Sandra
Flink Family
Folkesson, Lars
Forsblad, Karin
Framåt Lodge No. 405
Freja Lodge No. 100
Frihet Lodge No. 401
Fulton, Laurie & Steve
Furstenberg, Barbara
Gaviola, Roselind
Gerko, Patricia Ann
Golden Gate DL No. 12
Golden Valley Lodge No.
616
Gorman, Irma
Graham, Joan Lindquist
Green, Dawn

Grosz, Kirsten
Guerrero, Laura
Guidara, Paul & June
Haffey, Mildred
Hall, Nancy
Hancock, Bill
Hanson, Frank
Hansson, Bengt
Harvey, Anne Charlotte
Hayward, Nancy
Hedman, Ingrid
Henriksson, Lennart
Hersh, Bill & Sandie
Hicks, Elaine
Hiryak, Audrey
Hofmann, Kristina
Hovland, Margareta
Hughes, Kathryn
Hult, Sten & Nancy
Hurtubise, Lee-Ann
Hutchison, Greta
Jensen, Donna Mae
Johanson, Eva
John Baner Lodge No. 36
Johnson, Charles
Johnson, George
Johnson, Grace
Johnson, Karl
Johnson, Karl & Cathy
Johnson, Kenneth
Johnson, Niel
Johnson, Paula L.
Johnson, Ronald
Johnson, Sigurd S.
Judah, Michael & Joyce
Kaar, Steven
Kalwat, Katherine
Karl XII Lodge No 103
Kasperson, Uno
Kiesel, Gene & Dawn
Kilstrom, Christine
Kirchman, Martha
Klein, Jeff
Klooster, Marilyn
Knoell, Sandra
Knutson, Jack
Krause, Rollie & Carol
Kronan Lodge No. 433
Lake Michigan DL No. 8
Lambert, David R.
Landin, Robert F.
Landwehr, Gun
Lantz, Malle
Larkin, Donna M.
Larson, Brian & Dana
Larson, Esther
Larson, Laurel
Larsson, John & Deborah
Leopold, Shirley
Lesko, Ingrid & Leslie
Lewis, Sally

Lidman, Elna
Liljegren, Joan
Lillquist Family
Lindberg, Erik
Lindbergh Lodge No. 494
Lindbergh Lodge No. 505
Linde Lodge No. 492
Linde, Anders & Inger
Lindgren, Jim
Lindholm, Alan Lenart
Linne Lodge No. 153
Linne Lodge No. 429
Linzmaier, Joe & Lois
Lundahl, Patricia
Lundgren, Dennis &
Colleen
Lundin, Carl
Lundquist, William & Sheila
Masters, Joyce
Mayflower Lodge No. 445
Mazzaglia, Erica Lynn
McCuen, Gun Wastholm
McElroy, Sandra
McKillip, Karen
Mellerud Lodge No. 644
Mendenhall, Elisabeth
Merrill, Robert and Diana
Mesham, Linnea A.
Middleton, Judith G.
Mihelich, Josephine
Minnesota DL No. 7
Miura, Elizabeth
Montelius, Richard & Ina
Morch, Camilla
Morrison, Ellen
Mosley, Betsy Jane
Muniz, Mona
Naim, Tahir J.
Nelson, Lewis & Marion
Nelson, Ronald G.
Nemy, Gail
Nettz, Louise
Netzel, Ed & Judy
Nielsen, Anita
Nielsen, Kendra
Nielson, Dolores
Nielson, Joyce
Nobel Lodge No. 184
Nobel Monitor Lodge No.
130
Norden Lodge No. 1
Norden Lodge No. 684
Nordholm, Catherine
Nordic Lodge No. 611
Nordic Lodge No. 708
Nordin, Dale & Lilian
Norra Sverige DL No. 19
North Star Lodge No. 106
Nowlan, Juleen
Nylund, Dr. Shirley A.
Nyroos, Ray & Doreen
Oak Leaf Lodge No. 685

Oberle, Cindy
Ogonoski, Arlene & Art
Oliveira, Mary Ellen
Olson, Kenneth
Olson, Richard J.
Olympia Lodge No. 550
Olympic Lodge No. 235
Omdahl, Mary
Onopchenko, Judy
Orlandi, Kristina
Pace, Eivor
Pacific Southwest DL No.
15
Pantaleo, Vito & Louise
Parmley, Judith A.
Patient, Marlene & Ron
Patzer, Dorothy
Paul, Linnea S.
Paulson, Nancy A.
PDM Club, DL No. 8
Pearson, June
Pennsylvania DL No. 9
Perrine, Neal & Nancy
Perry, Carol
Peterson, Craig R.
Ponczek, Evelyn Johnson
Potter, Brittmarie
Prasso, Nina
Radel, John and Kerstin
Rasmussen, Robert
Rhode Island DL No. 3
Richardson, Edith
Rosenquist, Beth
Rudberg, Jenny & Ted
Runke, Sheila R.
Sack, Norman
Sales, Twyla H.
Sandin, Dale & Carole
Santora, Dorothy
Scandia Lodge No. 728
Scheele, Birgitta
Schueman, Margaret
Seberger, Cheryl
Seest, John
Sierra Kronan Lodge No.
737
Silver, Elsie E.
Skandia Lodge No. 247
Skolsky, Peter
Smith, Gail
Smith, Herb & Lynda
Smith, Robert & Jeanette
Snowberg, Karen
Soderberg-Gomez, Karen
Star Lodge No. 56
Steinmiller, Linda
Stenjoh, Berit Eva Maria
Stenland Lodge No. 727
Stewart, Gunnel
Strand, Gwendolyn
Strandberg, Jeffrey
Strandberg, Peter

Swaffar, Marlene
Swanson, Carl A
Swanson, Carl R.
Swedberg, Ethel
Swenson, Dan
Swenson, Geraldine
Swenson, Karen J.
Sylvander, Roy & Joan
Taylor, John C.
Tegner Lodge No. 149
Tennis, Ann
Thelin, Gunilla
Thofson, Suzanne
Thompson, Carol J.
Thompson, Linnea
Tornquist, John
Touve, Leslie
Van Dine, Carol
Vasa Arkivets Stödförening
No. 22
Veis, Arlie
Viking Lodge No. 730
Viljan Lodge No. 349
Wahlmark, John
Wallin, Charles
Walsh, Jason & Joy
Weissenborn, Ken
Wenstrand, Alan & Nancy
West, Hjordis
Westberg, Rose-Marie
Westrup, Rose Marie
Wiese, Maj
Wilson, Barbro
Wright, Linda
Wright, Tom & Wendy

Moving?
Be sure to send
address changes
to:
circulationvasastar
@gmail.com
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DISTRICT LODGE NEWS

Grand Lodge Education and Scholarship Fund

Honor Roll of Donors January 1, 2019 to April 1, 2020 — Thank you for your generosity
Adler, Angelene
Ahlberg, Kenneth
Allison, Ingrid
Andersen, Jeanne Eriksson
Anderson, Brita
Anderson, Edythe
Anderson, Gayle
Arvidson, Emil
Asplund, Ray
Badger, Laura
Bagnulo, Mr. & Mrs.
Michael
Barkley, Jennifer
Benson, John & Michele
Bergman, Rolf & Marty
Bergstrom, Donna
Binetti, Zaida
Birka Lodge #732
Birtwistle, David & Debbie
Bjorklund, Esse
Bjorkner, Art & Nancy
Bjorkner, Erik & Sandie
Bongiorni, Christine
Boyes, Kristin
Brandon, Phyllis Lindquist
Braun, Joan
Brown, Cheryl
Buchman, Jean
Buckley, Kathleen
Bush, Grace
Butler, Ingrid
Calleja, Karin

Campbell, Virginia
Carlson, Arthur
Carlson, Carl
Carlson, Virginia
Carlsson, Bo
Custer, Carlton & Lydia
Dahlberg, Deidre
Danielson, Joyce
DeMent, J. Payton & Joanne
DePaoli, Gunhild
Derrien, Sonja
Donnelly, Dee & Dennis
Dorner, Eleanor
Doty, Lee & Fae
Edmark, Harvey
Ekstrand, Liza & Rolf
Elander, Lorraine
Emihl, Veronica
Enright, Ingrid
Erickson, Brent
Erickson, Richard
Ericksson, Denise
Eskilson, Evald & Barbara
Facklan Lodge #248
Fassl, Rosemary
Feely, Carol
Ferguson, AnnaStina
Fichera, Deborah
Fisher, Don & Bonnie
Folkesson, Lars
Forsblad, Karin

IN MEMORIAM

Fransen, Carlton
Froemming, Barbara
Gaviola, Roselind
Gorman, Irma
Gothiod Lodge #486
Graham, Joan Lindquist
Guidara, June
Guth, Marijane
Gutierrez, Vivian
Haderle, Ronni
Hagglund, Arne
Hannigan, Barbara & Glenn
Harvey, Anne Charlotte
Hedman, Ingrid
Herron, Birgitta
Hersh, Bill & Sandie
Hollcraft, Kristine
Hopkirk, John & June
Hughes, Kathryn
Johnson, Fred
Johnson, Judith
Johnson, Karl & Cathy
Johnson, Richard
Johnson, Ron
Johnson, Ronald
IMO Harland Johnson
Johnson, Stardust
Johnson, Tord
Jothen, Marjorie
Kalwat, Katherine

Kasperson, Uno
Kerstein, Betty Lou
Kessel, Ann
Kienberger-Iverson, Alice
Kiesel, Gene & Dawn
Klein, Jeff
Klinger, Patricia
Klooster, Marilyn Larson
Krummrey, Sonja & Walter
Ladouceur Family
Lafko, Irma Bergland
Landin, Robert
Landwehr, Gun
Larson, Jean
Leopold, Shirley
Lidman, Elna
Liljegren, Joan
Lindbergh Lodge #505
Linzmaier, Joe & Lois
Lowell, Marla
Lundahl, Pat
Lundeen, Lynne
Lundin, Carl
Lundquist, William & Sheila
Martin, Jim & Tina
McKillip, Karen
Nelson, Jean
Nettz, Louise
Nielson, Dolores
Nilsson, Roland
Nobel Lodge #184

Nordic Lodge #611
Nyamweru, Celia
Nyrén, Eleonora
Ogonoski, Art & Arlene
Olympic Lodge #235
Oquist, Marvin
Oster, Rose-Marie
Overberg, Dorothy
Pace, Eivor
Pantaleo, Vito & Louise
Parmley, Judi
Patzer, Dorothy
Peters, Virginia Bergman
Peterson, Craig
Puttner, Werner
Rasmussen, Beatrice &
Robert
Richardson, Edith
Roberson, Susan
Roncarti, June
Runke, Sheila
Sack, Norm
Sales, Twyla
Scheele, Birgitta
Schueman, Margaret
Seberger, Cheryl & Dave
Seipp, Carolyn
IMO Margareta Nylund
Seymour, Sandra
Sipos, John & Susan

ty. Linnea was predeceased by her hus- Emblem. Linnea’s legacy will live on
band, Henry Cabot Lodge; her parents, at the University of Alberta Faculty of
Memorial Notices should be mailed with
Nils and Signe Wicklund; her brother, Arts Department where she donated
check or money order to The Vasa Star, George Wicklund; and her sister, Alma
an endowment to establish the Henry
PO Box 13331, Milwaukee, WI 53213-0331. Wicklund. Linnea was a dedicated and
Cabot and Linnea Lodge Professorship
Email: vasaeditor@gmail.com. The fee is
active member of Local Lodge Skandia in the Scandinavian Studies Program.
$10=max. 40-45 words, and $25= longer No. 549 in Edmonton, Alberta, and
obituaries of 50-120 words. All notices
received her 80-year membership jewel GREGORY PAUL LETAIN, 49, of
must be typed and in a format similar in 2019. Linnea served in many offices
Edmonton Alberta, died April 3, 2020.
to what you see here. NO newspaper in Skandia and District Lodge Alberta
He will be lovingly remembered by
clippings.
No. 18 and was appointed Grand his daughter, Ashley; mother, Darlene
If you submitted an obituary and it is
Lodge Cultural Director for Canada Lindberg; father, Rod Letain; brother,
not listed here, please resubmit to be
(1978-1982), and was appointed Grand Brad Letain and family; as well as aunts,
included in the following issue.
Lodge Cultural Director for USA and uncles, cousins and friends. Gregory
Canada (1982-1986). Linnea received was predeceased by his grandparents,
CANADA
many awards for her contributions to the Peter and Stella Kassian, and Joseph
cultural community, including: Alberta and Leona Letain; aunt Lorraine Letain,
A N N A R A G H N H I L D L I N N E A Achievement Award from the Province and his stepdad Keith Lindberg. Greg
LODGE (nee WICKLUND), 97, of of Alberta; Commemorative Medal was a journeyman electrician, Local
Edmonton Alberta, died on February 28, for the 125th Anniversary of Canada; Union 424, and will be remembered
2020. She will be lovingly remembered Gold Medal of the Royal Order of the for his kind heart and love of animals
by her dear friends Sharon, Allen, and North Star from His Majesty Carl XVI and nature. He was a Member of Local
Karla (Travis) Kennett, as well as many Gustaf, King of Sweden. She was also Lodge Skandia No. 549 in Edmonton.
friends in the Vasa Order of America and a recipient of the Grand Lodge Vasa
throughout the Scandinavian communi- Order of America Distinguished Service
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Sivertsen, Anny
Smith, Herb & Lynda
Soderberg-Gomez, Karen
Spaberg, Gunlog & Gary
Strandberg, Peter
Sundstrom, Lisa & Sven
Swanson, Anne & Dave
Swanson, Wesley & Sonja
Tennis, Ann
Thenstedt, Paul & Nancy
Thompson, Carol
Tobey, Lisa
Tornquist, John

Dear Vasa friends,
We are all living in a world situation
we never could imagine, still hard to
understand. Wherever you are living, I
really hope you are well. We miss our
Vasa siblings and our lovely meetings
out in the lodges and I sincerely hope
for this to have an end soon, so we can
meet again. Despite this, I hope you
are able to enjoy the coming of a new
spring, and the view I captured from
my kitchen window - a view over the
inner part of Bråviken, just north of
Norrköping.

Vance, Ann-Marie
Wahlmark, John
Wallin, Chuck
Ward, Marian
Weaver, Catharina
Wernlund, Helen
Westrup, Rosemarie
Wiklander, Bob & Dianne
Willow, Joyce
Wilson, Barbro
Wilson, Kristi
Winther, Bertil
Wright, Linda
Zamora, Raul & Carena

CALIFORNIA

SIRI ELIASON a member of North Star
Lodge No. 106 in Los Angeles, died on
December 15, 2019 at the age of 87. Siri
was born in Ångermanland, Sweden on
February 17, 1932. She became a member of North Star on May 3, 2011, all
members will miss her greatly. Before
Siri joined North Star she was an Honorary Swedish Consul in San Francisco.
Siri is survived by her daughter Jane.

A special shout-out from Vasa Star
Managing Editor, Liza Ekstrand:

My warmest thoughts to all of you.
in truth and unity,
maggie ahlin thelin
dm dl 19 northern sweden

THANK YOU ALL, Vasa secretaries,
especially my district’s secretaries
whom I personally know the most, and
not to mention our Grand Secretary
Joanie Lindquist Graham (you all
often have the most cumbersome job
in your lodges and district), and to
all of you who are submitting Vasa
correspondence and pictures for our
Vasa Star newsletter. We just couldn’t
do it without you. April is the official
month to celebrate “Secretary Day,” Stay healthy, stay home, stay safe! And
and it seems the perfect time to send WASH your HANDS! Enjoy this festive Swedish bouquet of flowers. /Liza
this message.

LOCAL LODGE NEWS
Norden No. 233

Ingeborg No. 66
/ The year began with
the installation of officers at our February meeting. District Trustee Linda
Boylan did the honors of installing our
slate of officers for 2020, and three
new members joined our ranks and
were welcomed and initiated: Michelle
Dolan, Claire and Janine DiFrancesco.
A celebratory luncheon with desserts
was followed by a program on the
Dalahorse given by our program director Barbara DeCarli. Everyone got
to paint their own Dalahorse to take
home - to be used as a magnet or as an
ornament. Sadly, because of the corona
virus, the remaining spring meetings
were cancelled. Hopefully things will
be back to normal by summer so we
can continue to celebrate our heritage
together again.

tacoma, wa

brockton, ma

submitted by barbara decarli

Sonia Sigren, Barbro Ireland, Lynne Aronson Martin,
Kerstin Denholm and Paula Fedele paint Dalahorses.

/ submitted

by marilyn mahnke

In January was Norden 233’s Installation of Officers: Marilyn Mahnke,
Chairman, Ralph Petersen, Treasurer, Tori Creighton, Master of
Ceremonies, Sissel Barrett, Chaplain, Lenore Bailey, Outer Guard, Carolyn
Nelson, Auditor, Jeanette Wiggins, Cultural Leader

Above: Our Christmas luncheon’s delicious
desserts were provided by Marcis.

TEXAS

GENEVIEVE “GENNY” NICOL died
peacefully in her sleep on February 14,
2020 in Dallas. Genny was a remarkable
woman and will be greatly missed by her
loving family and everyone at Carl XVI
Gustaf Lodge. Rest in peace, dear friend.
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Left: Norden 233 had a wonderful
Christmas luncheon and gift exchange.
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Svea No. 296

Brahe No. 245

rockford, il / We met in December for a

Christmas potluck. Our January meeting
was held at a local restaurant, at that time
officers were re-installed and two new
members were introduced. We made
plans for a presentation on the Viking
Boat in April, and a visit to Anderson
Gardens in June.
submitted by carol johnson

Above: Gary Johnson, chairman, presents a 50year membership pin to Jim Anderson.
Left: Chairman Gary Johnson welcomes new
members, Alan and Janie Henrickson to Brahe
Lodge

Linde No. 492
/ Greetings to all our Vasa friends everywhere. Our lodge too, is going through this unusual
situation with COVID-19. Our first meeting in January
was cancelled due to a snowstorm, which isn’t unusual
at that time of year. We even managed to install our 2020
officers the virtual way over emails and chats, as well as
take care of financial reports.
Our lodge is in good standing, and to our knowledge our
members are healthy. What we miss is the fun that always
wraps up our meetings, coffee or lunch socials, and programs. Furthermore, our district had to cancel the annual
convention in Indianapolis, hopefully they can pull it off
another year so all their efforts in planning don’t get lost.
Linde and Brahe (in Rockford, IL) are working hard on
plans to host the 2021 District Convention in May 2021.
Our efforts will be to throw a fantastic party along with
conducting business that will cover a two-year period!
Worth it for all members in District 8 – and far beyond - to
have a “good ol’ time.” Save the date May 14-16, 2021!
We hope we will be able to celebrate Midsommar, picnics
and kräfskiva this summer. For many of us, business will
not resume until fall, and hopefully everyone will want
to come together for the good of the order. An official
thank-you to my personal mentor Marge Gruel for the
last 10 years as Linde’s secretary. Marge “retired” from
the position this year but held positions on the board for
20+ years. And thank you to Brent Erickson for stepping
in as our new secretary.
Stay safe, healthy and in contact with friends and family,
even at 6 feet apart, technology allows us to do it today.

LOCAL LODGE NEWS

milwaukee, wi

erie, pa / My wife and I moved to Erie, my hometown,
about eight years ago. My great-grandfather, Carl
Nicolas Petter Larsson, arrived in Erie about 1890. As
a ship’s carpenter, he sailed around the world seven
times, but he did not want to return to Sweden to fight
in yet another war, so he “jumped ship.” He ended
up in Erie, although his papers said he was going to
Kansas to become a farmer. He built a small house
near the water and added rooms as he could. It was
four years before he had saved enough money to
bring to the U.S. his wife Anna Charlotta Fredricka
Munkberg and his 7-year-old son Henry Carl Larson,
my grandfather. Henry fathered two children: Charles
who died as an infant, and my father, Walter.
After returning to Erie, I discovered and joined the
Swedish Vasa lodge, SVEA, which met at the Lutheran church downtown. Even though I can only
claim a quarter Swedish ancestry (and my wife
none), we have enjoyed the fellowship and learning
in the lodge. I have supplied photos of our activities
to Nordstjernan over the years, and would say we’re
fairly active and healthy as lodges go.
What a joy it is to have this connection to the old
country. In the last two years, we have visited Sweden
twice to see relatives. They were coming to New York
City this coming July, but COVID-19 changed that.
Maybe in the fall or next summer.
The close connections some Americans had with
their countries of origin fade as the years go by. And
yet, there is this foundation, this link to the past, this
heritage and history that makes us who we are. Some
try to maintain the culture strongly, attempting to pass
on something to the younger generations. There’s an
old saying, “we are who we were when.” I, for one,
think it’s important to know from whence I hailed. It
helps me understand who I am and how I might best
journey though life.

Nordic No. 611

worchester, ma

District visitors at Linnea #504 (L to R): Chair Rick Wahlberg,
District Deputy Diane Maynard, District Membership Chair
Robert Homer, Grand Secretary Joan Lindquist Graham

Linnéa No. 504

petaluma, ca / We recognized milestone anniversaries

at our January meeting, including Carl Anderson’s
70 years as a member. Carl’s parents were charter
members in 1927. He was Chairman for several years
and is an Honorary Life Member. Brother Carl was
unable to attend but received his pin with a letter
from the District Master. Kris Palo was recognized
for his 50-year membership, Ulla Flemström was
recognized for her 25-year membership and Maiken
Scheftner was recognized for 10 years. Their dedication and contributions of talents over the years has
kept our lodge strong. We re-initiated Irma Larson at
our Pea Soup and Pancake meeting in February; she
had been a member years ago, and we are delighted
to have her back. Maiken and Klaus Scheftner made
the pea soup and Linnea Koagedal, Karin Calleja and
Saga Thovtrup made the Swedish plättar for our meal.
We also had our annual auction of items donated by
attendees.
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/ In an email to
all our members,
Chairman Marlene Ekstrand
wrote:
“The restrictions
on our lives and
on even the buildAstrid Lindgren’s most famous adven- ings being open
turer “Pippi Långstrump.”
has caused us to
once again cancel our meeting. April will again
be a month without our lodge meeting. We all
need to stay safe and unfortunately separate as
we hope and pray this virus leaves America soon

and we can all get back to our normal lives. We
are resilient and we can fight this and recover our
independence once this invisible enemy leaves us.
Then we can return to Nordic Lodge with much
ENTHUSIASM!”
Our February meeting included a presentation
on Astrid Lindgren, author of Pippi Longstocking stories; thank you Nancy Schultzburg our
cultural leader for your interesting programs. We
had refreshments and a Valentine’s Day Auction,
which had very spirited bidding and turned out to
be a good fundraiser along with being a fun time.
It will be a happy time when everything gets back
to normal and we resume meeting.
submitted by åke jansson

Vinland No. 703
cape cod, ma / Our April meeting was cancelled
due to COVID-19. We had planned to celebrate
the 90th birthdays of both Anne and David
Swanson! If possible, we will meet on May 16
and continue a program of Scandinavian music.
Our Midsummerfest will be on June 20 with
picnic lunches, watermelon and desserts. Betty
Boothe will provide accordion music as we
sing and dance around our Maypole. It will be
a celebration indeed this year! On July 18 we
will meet at Russell and Svea Peterson’s home.

submitted by dorothy ann ellner kean

Clara Buttrick and Sonja Sigren are crafting
woven Scandinavian heart baskets.

submitted by mary wahlberg

submitted by gary larson

Typical newsletter
spring of 2020.

THE VASA ORDER IS
AMERICA’S LARGEST
FRIENDSHIP
AND CULTURAL
ORGANIZATION FOR
NORDICS IN NORTH
AMERICA.

Karl Johnson, Nancy Anderson, Keirsten Anderson and Julia Wright.

Member milestone anniversaries (L to R): Ulla Flemström, Kris
Palo, Maiken Scheftner (not pictured: Carl Anderson).

submitted by liza ekstrand

Thank you, Marge Gruel, for all your work in Linde
492, you are so appreciated.

Spring 2020 / THE VASA STAR
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Member initiation: Irma Larson with Rick Wahlberg, Chairman.
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Phoenix No. 677

phoenix, az / One newsworthy thing is that after 40
years at the same gathering place, we had to find a
new assembly location. Our search committee did
an outstanding job in finding a new, happy home
for us at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 1212 E.
Glendale Avenue in Phoenix. With the current
situation in our country, we only had the pleasure
of the February meeting at this location, with the
hope that, come September, we will be able to enjoy
our fall season in the new surroundings to the full
extent. Sadly, we had to postpone our biennial convention to a later time, dates to be announced later;
the usual monthly luncheons have been suspended
until further notice. Summer will be here before

Arlene Mix, “Pete” Peterson, Roberta Peterson.

we know it, and we will go into the usual summer
hiatus until September. Our fall programs, starting
with the September 19 meeting, will feature “The
Swedish Troubadour,” Evert Taube; and on October
17, Swedish Immigrants in Minnesota, with guest
Ron Parson. Phoenix Lodge 677 wishes all of you
a healthy sunny season.
submitted by romy solomonson

page 9

LOCAL LODGE NEWS

THE VASA STAR / Spring 2020

SWEDISH NEWS

Spring 2020 / THE VASA STAR

SWEDISH NEWS

Norden No. 684
fresno, ca / Norden had a Swedish
potluck in March, followed by “Draping the Charter” in honor and memory
of Ev Yancura. She was a very special
member of Vasa and is truly missed.
We also had a program on Swedish
inventors by Honorary Life Member
Anders Lindhe. We all learned a lot
from his presentation.
We received a blue ribbon for having a
booth at the Fresno Fair. We will have
another Dalahorse painting party at
Dennis and Dee Donnelly’s home in
the near future, as this months’ painting party was canceled. We are all
looking forward to getting together
soon.

Left: Potluck goodies (showing back of
Joy Olson, Mike & Corky Peterson, and
Nadja Witchez in the front)
Below: Draping of the Charter
with Anders Lindle (back of Dennis
Donelly, Fran Johnson in the
background)

Newly wedded

and inventory they kept. And Lilly
did so much of this, while Lennart
did most of the interviewing. Fortunately, there were some awards and
recognition for Lennart’s life’s work,
which spans 1959-1995.
As an immigrant myself, and with
roots in Sweden, I found it so interesting every time I came across a
name or city that I know very well.
The same goes for all the places in
the U.S. – thank you Lilly, for taking
me along on all your trips.
This book was published by the
Swedish American Museum in Chicago, and can be purchased through
the museum at www.swedishamericanmuseum.org
Reviewed by Liza Ekstrand

visby, sweden

Vår nya medlem Marianne Bengtsson i blå regalia
omgiven av CM-paret Thomas Håkansson och AnnChristine Johansson samt Ordförande Marie Wickström.

Stockholm No. 589

Documenting America’s
Swedish Immigrants
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malmö, sweden / Coronan har ställt till det
för oss alla, med oro för smitta och inställda
möten. I skrivande stund vet vi inte om logens
vårutflykt den 22 maj kan bli av p.g.a. coronan.
Tittar vi framåt så börjar höstens logemöte den
11 september och då med medhavda räkor,
kräftor eller vad som var och en önskar. Den
13 mars hade vi logemöte med reception och
kunde då hälsa Marianne Bengtsson varmt
välkommen i syskonskaran. Besök Logen
Skånes egen hemsida VasaOrden LL570 för
att ta del av bilder, reportage, nyhetsbrev med
mera. Länk finns på vasaorden.se och vasaorder.
com. Soliga hälsningar från Logen Skåne.

submitted by bo västerstjärna

submitted by clyda dehn

Again, our own Vasa member and
author Lilly Setterdahl has finished and released a new book, the
“Documenting America’s Swedish
Immigrants – Lennart Setterdahl’s
Life and Work.”
As fascinating it is to learn about
Lennart’s life and passion for Swedish immigrants, it is equally amazing
to see the support Lilly gave him.
They were married for a long time,
even though Lennart’s life was cut
short due to illness. In the pages of
this new book, you get to know the
Setterdahl family, the story of their
emigration from Sweden, and their
passion to connect with Swedes and
their families all over the U.S. and
even in Australia. Not to mention all
their trips back to Sweden. There are
so many interesting road trips, mostly in their Swedish-made cars, with
or without a camper, the enormous
lugging of heavy documentation
apparatus, and extremely long hours,
no matter what day of the week it
was. It’s heartwarming to learn about
all the sightseeing they fit into their
schedule, and to get to know their
three children and the experiences
they got out of their parents’ hunger
for immigration stories, nature and
culture. One thing that amazed me
was the abundance of people they
kept referring to – many very colorful – how do you remember all
of them? Obviously, it’s all in the
perfect and tedious documentation

Gotland No. 624

Skåne No. 570

stockholm, sweden / Being a member of our
Order for 50 years is fantastic. Our sister Gull
Svedberg started as a member of Gotland Nr.
624 and in 1979 transferred to Mälardrottningen Nr. 563. Gull became Vice Chairman 1981,
Chairman 1995 and stayed as such for seven
years. She has acted as District Deputy for
Bråviken Nr. 751 and Gotland Nr. 624 – both
have given her badges of distinction. Gull has
always shown a genuine interest for our Order
and has actively participated in developing the
lodge and supporting its members.
Being a member for 60 years seems almost
unreachable, but not for Viola and Gunnar
Hellström. As youngsters, they both visited
relatives in the U.S. and stayed on - each of
them was introduced to Bessemer Nr. 203 in
Chicago; Viola became a member in 1958 and
Gunnar 1959. They were young and saw their
futures in America. Viola started as a maid and
soon picked up the language. Gunnar did two
years of military service, 1960-1962, where
of course only English was spoken. He was

/ Vi har hållit årsmöte för 2019 i Odd Fellowlokalen. Vid årsmötesförhandlingarna omvaldes hela styrelsen
förutom att Hans Fernström ersätter Kjell Gardelius som ceremonimästare. Bengt Björkander valdes till ordförande 2020.
Övriga styrelsen: vice ordf. Leif Karlsson, kassör Birgitta
Andersson, finanssekreterare Ingemar Fransson, sekreterare Bo
Jacobson, bitr. sekreterare Birgitta Tell samt kulturledare Birgitta
Asklander. Valet förrättades av FDO Barbro Björkander. De valda ämbetsmännen installerades ritualenligt av Distriktsmästaren
Maggie Ahlin Thelin med stab. De avgående ämbetsmännen
Ewa och Bo Flodman, samt Anna Odmark avtackades med
blombukett, och 25-årsnålen tilldelades Ewa och Bo Flodman,
Ewy och Sylve Klinth samt Helene Viotti. Birgitta Andersson
fick emotta Logens Förtjänsttecken. Vid en speciell ceremoni
tidigare på dagen hade Lars Erik Ganström utnämnts till Hedersmedlem i Logen Gotland nr 624 för sina förtjänstfulla insatser
under åren. Efter årsmötet fortsatte aftonen med middag och
dans till tonerna från Owe Björkanders orkester.
submitted by bo jacobson

assigned to Germany (one day, sitting on an available bar stool at a tavern in Frankfurt, he realized
it was reserved for Elvis Presley!) and returned
to Chicago after his service. Viola and Gunnar
started a family and their children joined Solstrålen
children’s club in Chicago. They decided to move
back to Sweden in 1971 so their children could
attend Swedish schools. There, Viola and Gunnar
became members of Stockholm Nr. 589, but the
transfer was not done until 1992. They are very
well liked and frequently attend lodge meetings.
It was a memorable moment, when SLD Einar
Savolainen Grön, assisted by FDO Håkan Holmgren and DD Roger Axelsson handed over the
50- and 60-year pins and flowers. They all received
a standing ovation.
submitted by greta öhgren, translated
by pia norrman

Sittande Lars Erik Ganström Hedersmedlem, tyvärr så gick han bort ett
par veckor efter. Stående från vänster är DK i DS 19, Ann-Sara Liljebladh,
Cristina Malmqvist LL Gotland, Medlemskommittén, Bo Jacobson, PS
i Logen Gotland, Maggie Ahlin Thelin, DM och DD, Bengt Björkander,
Ordförande i Logen Gotland.

NEW MEMBERS IN SWEDEN
On behalf of the Grand Lodge and members of the Vasa Order of America, I am pleased to
welcome you to membership in these local Vasa lodges. If you are new to the Vasa Order, we bid
you welcome. If you are transferring or are a dual member, your new lodge bids you welcome.
We hope you will enjoy your membership and will participate in all of the activities planned
for you. ~ Ed Netzel, Grand Lodge Membership Chairman, edlnetzel@att.net

May the years ahead be filled with lasting joy.

raleigh, nc / Ruth Carolyn Gustafson and Stenåke Oestman were married
on March 23, 2020 in the garden of their home in Raleigh, NC. The bride,
who will keep her name, is a retired second grade teacher. The groom is a
retired banker from Svenska Handelsbanken. Ruth is a founding member
of Carl Larsson Vasa Lodge No. 739 in Raleigh, of which Stenåke is also a
member. They will divide their time between the U.S. and Sweden.
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District 19 Norra Sverige
LL 452 Göteborg
Ingemar Sandahl
LL 626 Skövde
Lars Hultmark
Mona Hultmark
LL 632 Karlstad
Lennart Hellqvist
Birgitta Strand
LL 636 Lidköping
Barbro Oscarsson
Stig Arne Appelberg

WWW.VASAORDER.COM

Berg Roger
ohansson Inger
LL Knalllen Nr 745
Gunilla Borén
Ingemar Borén
Janne Molander
District 20 Södra Sverige
LL 570 Skåne
Marianne Bengtsson
LL 608 Kärnan
Eva-Lena Petterson

Bo Malmberg
Arne Nilbo
Kristina Albinsson
Kjell Andersson
Agnetha Jepsson
Lisbeth Johnsson
Leif Jonasson
Gugge Lindman
LL 617 Christian
Berta Andersson
Elna Giertz
Carin Nordqvist

Kerstin Andersson
Inger Göthe
Tommy Göthe
Dennis Ohlsson
Arne Åkesson
Brita Åkesson
LL 618 Småland
Gun-Britt Eriksdotter
Peter Andersson
Sara Granklint
LL 628 Calmare Nyckel
Eva Lundin
Kurt Lundin
LL 631 Tomelilla
Tom-Inge Wahlqvist
Lisa Larsson
Roger Larsson

Inger Larsson
Helge Larsson
Britt-Louise Nilsson
Lisbeth Nilsson
Åke Nilsson
Åke Svensson
Marianne Ekholm Gunve
(från DL 19)
LL 678 Carl von Linné
Siw Karlsson
Yngve Karlsson
Barbro Haraldsson
LL 679 Westervik
Birgitta Jonsson
LL 698 Nybyggarna
Majlis Johansson
Lennart Johansson

Gunnel Gärderup
Kent Gärderup
Bjarne Johansson
Lilian Johansson
Karin Bengtsson
Lennart Bengtsson
Elisabeth AM Nylén
Lars Nylén
Ewa Stolt
LL 747 Klockan
Taim Persson
Gunnel Persson
LL 749 Blå Jungfrun
Barbro Astinder
Lars Astinder
Anna-Stina Nilsson
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Förtjänsttecken. KL
Br Hans rapporterade
att han fått julkort och
Newsletter från våra
vänloger Mayflower
nr 445, Golden Valley
nr 616 och Tucson
nr 691. LH Sy Evy
fortsatte sin berättelse
om Arnbergs töser,
ett uppskattat inslag.
Efter Ordens Väl och
avslutning utförde
CM-paret den vackra
ljussläckningen. Minglet tog vid medan
salen iordningställdes
De nyinstallerade tjänstemännen för 2020 - Översta raden,
för banketten. Efter en
vänster: Yngve Hult CM, Hans Bogren KL, Berit Bogren K,
Sixten Bengtsson V, Bodil Larsson KP, Agneta Bergström Hult
välsmakande måltid
CMA. Nedre raden, vänster: Ingrid Berg PS, Evy Lindstrand
tackade DD Br Rolf
FDO, Inger Bengtsson O, Calle Nilsson VO, Jytte Lidenmark FS.
för maten, kaffet Här är alla glada och nöjda systrar som ordnade kryssningsäventyret över Atlanten.
serverades vid småbord och dansen tog
höganäs, sweden / Sista lördagen i
januari hålles traditionsenligt Logens vid. Så småningom blev det dragning på
installationsmöte. DD Br Rolf Hansson lotteri och Drömresa och många glada
med stab från Logen Nybyggarna nr 698 vinnare kunde hämta ut sina vinster. kristianstad, sweden / I januari fiinstallerade de nyvalda och omvalda Tyvärr har ju vårens alla möten fått rade Logen ”Systrarnas afton”. Efter
tjänstemännen på ett värdigt sätt. Sy ställas in på grund av Corona, men vi logemöte, samlades alla i baren, där
Bodil och Br Leif Larsson fick ta emot fortsätter att planera för vårt 65-årsjubi- vi ”startade vår resa över Atlanten”.
25-årsmärken och Sy Berit och Br Hans leum den 13 juni, med förhoppning om ”Systrarna” hade arrangerat ”Ett
spännande Kryssningsäventyr” under Installerade nya tjänstemän.
Bogren samt Sy Britt-Marie Rönn till- att detta möte ska kunna genomföras.
ledning av Kapten Sven Hermansdelades märke för 40 års medlemskap. submitted by berit och hans
Damerau och Kryssningsdirektören/
son, Kryssningsvärdinnan Monica
Sy Kerstin Nilsson fick mottaga Logens bogren
Skeppsläkaren Hans Lundgren. Syster

Höganäs No. 634

Christian No. 617

STORMÄSTARENS MEDDELANDE
kära vasasyskon,

WOW!! Det här året
blev inte riktigt som
vi alla förväntat oss.
Jag hoppas ni alla är
trygga, vid god hälsa
och gott mod. Även
om covid-19 fortsätter dominera nyheterna får vi inte låta
epidemin påverka våra humör. I tider
som dessa kommer tankarna fram om
tro och tillförsikt såväl ur ett religiöst
som mänskligt perspektiv, trygghet
inom oss själva och tilltron på andra.
Krisen orsakad av COVID-19 kommer
att lösas och ekonomin bli igångsatt.
Förhoppningsvis inom en snar framtid.
Året startade bra, med Nancy och mitt
besök på distriktsmöte för Pacific
Southwest #15 i Palm Springs, CA
där både medlemmar i distriktet,
tidigare stormästarna Eric Johnson,
Ulf Brynjestad, Tore Kellgren med fru
Birgitta, storlogens sekreterare Joanie
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Graham och vice stormästaren Jack Sprid namnet Vasa.
Hanrigth med fru Inger närvarade. Jag är väldigt glad över att kunna berätStorlogedeputerade Bertil Winther och ta att vår stipendiekommitté lämnat
distriktsekreterare Linda Kosvic gjorde rekordmånga stipendier i år igen. Tack
en bra insats för att installera nya på alla som stödjer programmet.
logeämbeten.
Vasaarkivet kan just nu bara besökas
Det var en stor besvikelse att distrikt- efter föranmälan.
logerna Arizona #21, Golden Gate #12, Missa inte att köpa Storlogens ViNew Jersey #6 och Lake Michigan kinganål för att släppa loss din inre
#8 alla tvingades ställa in sina dis- viking! Nålen är tillgänglig genom din
triktsmöten. Jag hade också planerat strologedeputerade, medlemmar av
besök på de lokala logerna Carl Widen Storlogens styrelse eller genom mig.
#743 och Carl XVI Gustaf #716 i Texas De är en perfekt liten present!
men också dessa ställdes in.
Hälsan är den viktigaste gåvan. Vårda
Förhoppningsvis har gruppmöten åter och var rädda om den.
igen blivit tillåtna när ni läser detta. Vi Kom ihåg, vår orden behöver ett
behöver alla åter väcka upp vår VASA LEVANDE, ENTUSIASTISKT
ENTUSIASM. Vi får inte glömma det MEDLEMSKAP - SPRRID ORefter en så lång isolering. Vår fortsatta DET! TV TV TV (Tala om Vasa) med
framgång är beroende av var och en ENTUSIASM!
av oss. Nu är det tid för att skriva ner
historien om din loge och berätta mer i sanning och enighet,
om enskilda medlemmar som gjort art bjorkner, grand master
en insats för Vasa och gruppen lokalt.

Monica, berättade sedan om sitt liv på
ett kryssningsfartyg, som hon arbetat
på under flera år. En ny värld, som de
flesta av oss inte kände till. I februari
firade vi Högtidsmöte. Då tog vi in 3
nya medlemmar. Vi installerade nya
tjänstemän. Det var DD Leif Svensson med stab, som skötte installationen på ett förtjänstfullt sätt. Sen var
det dags att vid vackert dukade bord
njuta av en super härlig högtidskväll.
På grund av rådande situation, Corona
virusets härjningar i hela världen,
inte minst i vårt land, så har vårens
logemöten mars-april, blivit inställda.
Istället har vår loge startat upp en
gemensam morrongympa via TV,
där en superduktig kvinna, leder oss
i gymparörelser under 20 min varje
dag. Underbart att så gott som alla
medlemmarna i vår loge nu deltager
och vi kan ”gympa tillsammans”, var
och en i sitt hem.
(Editor’s note: Tomelilla Nr. 631
has joined and challenged Christian
Lodge in this excercise program).
submitted by gunnel olsson
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